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recreation

A new mobile recreation program 
debuted in 2022 – Rec n Roll. A 
large step van was converted in a 
mobile recreation unit, complete 
with games, inflatables, crafts, 
sporting equipment, chairs, 
tables and more to deliver recre-
ation activities to all areas of 
Auburn. The Rec n Roll van 
visited 15 different parks and 
schools across Auburn, with staff 
leading games, sports, and craft 
activities. A Summer Experi-
ences and Enrichment for Kids 
(SEEK) grant, totaling nearly 
$210,000, funded the new 
Rec n Roll program as well as 
Auburn Outside, a summer 
program geared to getting 
teenagers outside, a host of 
new outdoor gear for partic-
ipants in Auburn Parks, Arts & 
Recreation outdoor adventure 
programs, and $45,000 in schol-
arships that were awarded to 
families in need. Combined, the 
summer SEEK funded programs 
served over 1,150 children in the 
community.

summer 
         fun
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The REC has an irresistible game lounge, popular open gym, and a cooking program (tacos anyone?) 
that makes the space a hub for teens in Auburn. The summertime Counselor-In-Training program 
hosted four teen volunteers that participated in summer camp counselor activities and earned over 
150 volunteer hours to go toward school credit. Auburn Youth Council continues to serve Auburn by 
fundraising and hosting toy drives. In 2022, AYC raised over $3,000 and was able to donate over 20 
toys during the holiday season.

teens
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pickleball

Celebrating the new State sport of Pickleball, the recreation staff created several 
new pickleball programs in 2022. Open-gym play, clinics, and leagues for all ages and 
abilities were offered. Leagues filled with 24 teams per season and open gym times 
see up to 20 players per session. Pickleball clinics taught over 200 people basic skills 
of the game and many are now regular players. Our Specialized Recreation Program 
also scheduled and taught both indoor and outdoor pickleball classes, with partic-
ipants thoroughly enjoying the game, and growing in both skill development and 
game knowledge as they continue to play.
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specialized 
recreation
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specialized 
recreation

Auburn Specialized Recreation Programs offered many activities in 2022, 
with a focus on returning to in- person programs. A new fitness 
program was started that was a hit with the participants. 
Overall, our Specialized Recreation Programs kept busy offering 
sports, social programs, movie nights, arts and crafts, scavenger 
hunts, games, challenges, keeping people active, and engaged 
on many levels. Offering new and creative ways to actively keep 
everyone in our community involved with inclusive and adap-
tive programming allows maximum participation for all. 
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fitness

The Fitness program continues to gain momen-
tum, finishing off the year with 389 members, over 
100 more than in 2021. Classes have continued to 
be well received with both in-person and virtual 
options. There are 32+ offerings each week. In 
2022, the fitness program offered more special 
workshops and events to support members in their 
goals to establish healthy habits. Offerings includ-
ed nutrition workshops, yoga & meditation work-
shops, specialty yoga Nidra workshops, fitness 
challenges to keep members motivated and large 
scale fitness events. 
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fitness
Childcare returned to a full schedule, and the kids are back enjoying 
playtime and meeting new friends. The space was refreshed with new 
toys, games and several craft options. New staff have joined the team 
and have really helped to make the space inviting and engaging.
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The Senior Center transitioned back to full program-
ming and in-person activities over the course of 2022.  
Lunches through Catholic Community Services 
resumed in January 2022, while pick-up options 
continued through the end of May. Live entertain-
ment, offered twice a month, was added to lunch-
times in June. The Senior Center special events re-
turned in February and were a welcomed addition 

by the participants at the Center. The events 
were held monthly throughout the year. 

Nearly 100 volunteers provide service to the 
Senior Center in 2022, logging 11,996 hours 

of service to the Center for the year.  
With activities limited or re-tooled over the 
past few years, the Senior Center started 
conducting monthly outreach events to se-
nior housing complexes. This helped educate 

residents of those complexes about all the 
services and programs offered by the Auburn 

Senior Activity Center. The outreach received 
many compliments which resulted in new partici-

pants at the Center. 
The King County Veterans, Seniors and Human Services 
Levy funded Resource Navigation Program continues 
to grow. Resource Navigators were able to provide case 
management to hundreds of Auburn area community 
seniors in need and helped with emergency housing for 
several unsheltered seniors. 

seniors
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By the Numbers - 2022
• 31,593 visits were recorded at the Center.
• 15,458 lunches were served by Catholic Community 

Services. Fourteen meals were special events.
• 35,501 Meals on Wheels were delivered by volunteers 

to Auburn area shut ins.
• 1,042 visits were made to the Senior Savers Pantry, 

53 of whom were first time users. The pantry 
generated $13,251 in revenue. 

• 292 people participated in a Newcomers Tour.
• 580 registrations for 53 hikes/walks (over 241 miles) 

with a total of 2,282miles recorded by 85 people. 
• 70-day trips were hosted.
• 68 Medicare eligible seniors received free fitness 

memberships, paid for by their supplemental insur-
ance company. 

• 543 registrations for Monthly Social Dinners which 
were prepared by the Wellness Team.
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special 
events

Special events returned in full-force in 2022. 
Peter Cotton Trail entertained nearly 2,500 
participants who searched for paper bunnies 
hidden around 15 park and trail sites. Over 
400 volunteers participated in Clean Sweep 
projects across 14 different project sites. 
Petpalooza and the Dog Trot unleashed on 
Game Farm Park with a crowd of almost 10,000 
and 546 Dog trotters. Kids Day and the 4th of July 
landed in Les Gove Park with thousands of happy 
festival-goers. Free summer fun included 
Kids Summer Stage, Soundbites and Friday 
Night Flicks. Fall marked the return of the 
popular Halloween Harvest Festival at 
Les Gove Park, the Veterans Parade in downtown 
Auburn, and the Santa Parade and 
Tree Lighting.
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special 
events

The Auburn Farmers Market had an 
exceptional 2022 season. The Market 
hosted 58 unique vendors during the 
16-week season, with a total of 24,356 
customers and $402,872 in vendor sales. 
The Market was voted #1 in Washington 
State through the American Farmland 
Trust. It was also an important resource 
for food access, with over $15,000 in EBT 
exchanged and $14,000 in Snap Market 
Match distributed to qualifying cus-
tomers. Market vendors donated 2,256 
pounds of fresh produce to the Auburn 
Food Bank and the annual Chili Cook Off 
raised $1,421for the Food Bank. 
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arts

Arts continue to 
thrive in Auburn. 
Artist Amanda Triplett, 
the 2022 Mary Olson 
Farm Artist in Residence, 
created unique textiles at
the farm and provided 
free programming during 
her residency. Galleries at 
City Hall, the Senior Activity 
Center and the Community 
& Event Center featured 
18 artists throughout 
the year. The Art on 
Main gallery featured 
four installations. 
Eleven new sculptures 
were added to the 
community in 
September as part 
of the Outdoor 
Sculpture Gallery.

Amanda Triplett

Michael Dinning

Brooke Fotheringham

Jenny 
Ellsworth
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The show must go on! While the Auburn Avenue Theater 
was closed due to structural damage, performing arts 
continued to thrive in the community. Performances 
were moved to a new venue or rescheduled as a free 
performance at one of the City’s special events. 
The 2022-2023 BRAVO series launched in September and 
featured an incredible lineup of music, comedy, theater, 
and kids’ programming. The Auburn Community Players 
staged a production of You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown. 
Performances were held at the Auburn Performing Arts 
Center, the Auburn Community & Event Center and Les 
Gove Gymnasium, Green River College, and the 

Auburn Golf Course. 
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white river valley  
museum & 
mary olson farm

Museum Highlights: 
• Mounted Like Mother exhibit featuring 

art from some great Northwest artists 
and produced a new audio tour called 
Labor of Love utilizing the Museum’s 
oral history collection. 

• Hosted a new Earth Month program-
ming during Auburn’s Spring Break, in 
partnership with King Conservation 
District, Orca Network, and Green River 
College for over 300 people. 

• Created and delivered 28 “Racial 
History of Auburn” tours to 306 City of 
Auburn Employees and 29 members of 
the public as part of the City’s overall 
DEI training efforts.

• Added 500 objects used in our Closets 
of Curiosity exhibit to our website, 
making these artifacts accessible 
online, anytime.

• Fulfilled 117 research requests and 
photograph orders.
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Farm Highlights: 

• Held Lusio Lights festival at Mary Olson Farm, 
with an estimated 2,500 people in attendance over 
two nights

• Brought back field trips! 2,828 first and eight graders 
from every school in the Auburn School District 
attended fall field trips at the Mary Olson Farm. 

• Hops & Crops Music and Beer Festival returned 
with a huge crowd of almost 900 festival goers.

• Renovated the Farm’s chicken coop and welcomed a 
new flock of heritage breed chicks. 
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Major 2022 park projects: 
• Finalized permitting for a new park 

on the Green River off 104th Ave. SE
• Finalized design for upgrades to 

Cedar Lanes Park, including a new 
bathroom and picnic shelter, moun-
tain bike track, and paved bike 
pump track.

• Continued oversight on the reno-
vations transforming the historic 
post office into an Arts & Culture 
Center, estimated to open in spring 
of 2023.

• Dedicated Lewis Lake Nature Park. 
• Design and construction of a new 

downtown park, Plaza Park, across 
from City Hall.

• Ordered new playgrounds for 
Fulmer Park and Auburndale Park, 
with installation set for early 2023.

park planning
Lewis Lake Nature ParkPlaza Park

Lewis Lake Nature Park

Auburn Arts & 
Culture Center 

Renovations
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park planning
Lewis Lake Nature Park
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park
maintenance
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2022 Highlights: 
• Upgraded and replaced three 

park signs.
• Assisted with removal and 

installation of outdoor 
sculpture gallery artwork.

• Supported city sponsored 
events.

• Installed hanging baskets 
in the downtown area and 
planted annuals throughout 
the city.

• Cleaned up and rototilled the 
8th Street Community Garden.

• Replanted vegetation at 
Auburn Way South Median 
to allow traffic sitelines and 
trimmed and cut down 1,000’ 
of hedge along A Street to 
create visibility out of BNSF 
railyard. 

• Installed Peace Pole at Les 
Gove Park, donated by 
Auburn Rotary Club; 
installed memorial bench 
at Sunset Park. 

• Painted parking lot stalls 
and installed new gates 
at Les Gove Park; 
installed new door at 
Les Gove Multipurpose 
Building.

• Repaired major irrigation 
leak at Game Farm Park.

• Upgraded to energy efficient 
LED’s along walking path at 
Lakeland Hills Park.

park
maintenance
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auburn golf 
course
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auburn golf 
course

The golf boom momentum continued in 2022 with 
another successful season at Auburn Golf Course. 
Course highlights included:
• The men’s club membership increased to a new high 

of over 1,100 members. 
• Membership in the Ladies, Couples, Merchants and 

PGA Junior leagues all increased by at least 10%.  
• Fall season added to the new PGA Junior League.
• Corporate and charity tournaments returned 

once the pandemic eased.
• Hosted a senior PGA pro-am event for the 

Western Washington Chapter of the PGA.
• 2022 revenues exceeded 2021 across the board, 

despite having a slow start with unusually 
bad weather in the spring and early summer.

• 250 toys donated to Toys for Tots drive.

Course maintenance highlights included: 
• Sand topdressing/aerification of fairways continued 

with another 1,000 tons added to the fairways.
• Brand new tee deck opened for play on #8
• Added new equipment, upgraded irrigation panel, and 

continue to upgrade irrigation heads.
• Split rail fence and safety fence upgrades.
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mountain
view 
cemetery
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Having sold out in the 
9th Addition Double Depth 
section, Mountain View Ceme-
tery expanded the 
area by installing 44 double 
depth liners. This expansion 
allows 88 placements where 
loved ones can be together in 
the same plot. It is a beautiful 
resting place for couples or 
family members.
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Rec n Roll visiting an 
Auburn park

Parks &  
Recreation Board
Peter Di Turi
Michael Hassen 
Katie Helton 
Matt Jennings
Wayne Osborne 
Mike Palko-Dean 

Urban Tree Board
Linda Bielejec
Tanya Galat
Donna Hall
Bryce Landrud
James Tourangeau

Auburn Arts Commission
Kristine De Leon
Tammy Dwight
John Harris
Ana R. Kear
Eydie Leighty
Trisenda Mayfield
Ann Marie Natali
Chris Olds
Tori Olsen
Dinah Rau
Kent Sprague
Kenneth Greg Watson

auburnwa.gov/play  
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Cemetery Board
Arnie Galli
Jeanne Hicks
Warren Olson
Robert Rakos
Judi Roland

Museum Board
Derek Anderson
Ronnie Beyersdorf
Dani Crivello-Chang 
Tom Ginsberg 
Dennis Grad 
Mike Holman
Erika Moore
Charles Natsuhara
Gordy Nishimoto
Kim Perry
John Rottle

Auburn Senior Activity 
Center Advisory Council
Beverly Brown
Valerie Burton
Sylvia Chavez
Ellen Kropp
Evelyn Larson
Kathy Maples
Sandy Nachlinger
Edna Pelletier
Linda Paul
Don Reiling
Renee Startup
Juan Teague
Cheryl Wakefield
Colleen Zeman

2022 Parks, Arts & Recreation 
Boards/Commissions/Committees

2022 
Auburn Mayor  
& City Council

Nancy Backus
Mayor

James Jeyaraj 
Deputy Mayor

Bob Baggett
Councilmember

Kate Baldwin 
Councilmember

Larry Brown
Councilmemberr

Robyn Mulenga
Councilmember

Chris Stearns
Councilmember

Yolanda  
Trout-Manuel
Councilmember


